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1. adds verb combines two or more numbers into one sum. 

2. sit verb to rest in an upright position balanced on the thighs or seat. 

3. cry noun an act of shedding tears. 

4. put verb to move in a specific direction or into a specific place. 

5. look verb to discover by using one's eyes. 

6. hey interjection — used to call attention or to express surprise, joy, or a question. 

7. tell verb to say. 

8. none pronoun not any. 

9. need noun poverty. 

10. poke noun a quick thrust : a jab. 

11. drag verb to trail along on the ground. 

12. off adverb to a state or condition of being separate. 

13. long adjective extending for a rather large distance. 

14. grass noun green narrow-leaved plants. 

15. came verb moved toward or away from something : approached. 

The School Spelling Bee Study List is broken down into three levels of difficulty: One Bee, Two Bee and Three 
Bee. One Bee words include words appropriate for first, second and third grade. 
 
The list below includes 50 challenging first grade words. If you learn the spellings and meanings of these words, 
you will be well prepared for your first-grade classroom bee. To prepare for a school spelling bee, ask your 
teacher for the full 450-word School Spelling Bee Study List, which includes these words, the remainder of the 
One Bee words, and the Two Bee and Three Bee words. 
 



 
 
 

2 
 

1 2022-2023 
One Bee Study Words with Definitions for 

First Grade 

This is copyrighted material. Do not post to Web. 

16. make verb to bring something into being by forming, shaping, or altering 
material : to construct. 

17. had verb owned. 

18. trees plural noun tall plants with one main woody stem and lots of branches and 
leaves at the top. 

19. can noun a cylinder-shaped container that often holds liquids. 

20. not adverb — used as a function word to express the opposite of a word or 
group of words. 

21. plan verb to have in mind : to intend. 

22. sink noun an open container or vessel with sloping sides that sometimes is 
connected to a cabinet and usually has a water supply for washing 
and draining things. 
 

23. tote verb to carry by hand. 

24. hint noun a very small amount :  a dash. 

25. rice noun a type of grass that has seeds that are used for food. 

26. doll noun a small-scale figure of a human being used as a child's plaything. 

27. bill noun the jaws of a bird and the hard covering of the jaws : beak. 

28. pants plural noun a piece of clothing that covers the legs : trousers. 

29. nets plural noun devices made of meshed threads or ropes that have been knotted 
together at regular intervals and that are used for catching fish, 
birds, or insects. 
 

30. pod noun a number of animals (such as whales) closely grouped together : a 
school. 

31. cups plural noun usually open bowl-shaped drinking vessels. 

32. page noun one of the leaves of a book or magazine. 

33. top adjective highest. 
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34. trap noun a device for catching animals. 

35. map noun a drawing that shows an area (such as the surface of the earth) 
and indicates the position and size of selected details, such as 
countries, cities, and bodies of water. 
 

36. toys plural noun items for a child to play with. 

37. ten adjective being one more than nine in number. 

38. food noun material that is taken or absorbed into the body in order to 
support growth and to provide energy. 

39. five adjective being one more than four in number. 

40. tiny adjective very small. 

41. nose noun the part of the face on humans or other mammals that sticks out 
and has the nostrils. 

42. meal noun the food eaten at a particular time to satisfy hunger. 

43. moo verb to make the noise of a cow. 

44. share verb to use, experience, or enjoy with others. 

45. help verb to give assistance or support to : to aid. 

46. like preposition the same as or similar to (as in appearance). 

47. hot adjective having a high temperature. 

48. feel verb to touch. 

49. ears plural noun the organs of hearing and balance in mammals. 

50. cute adjective attractive or pretty. 

 


